REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, PIERCE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, DECEMBER 18, 2007 AT 6:30 P.M.
Board Member Present:



James Dennison, Chairman







            K. Neal Bennett, District 1








Mike Streat, District 2








Randy Dixon, District 3








Aldeen Davis, District 4

  News Media Present:



            The Blackshear Times








Pierce County Press

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman James Dennison called the December 18, 2007 regular board meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Commissioner Neal Bennett gave the invocation and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 2007 MINUTES:  Commissioner Mike Streat made a motion to approve the November 2007 minutes.  Commissioner Aldeen Davis seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mary Sherrod & Jeffrey Parker-Status of Sand Pit Drive and Red Oak Loop-No was present.  Chairman Dennison announced that the road has been graded and some repairs have been made.  Chairman Dennison stated that the road will be graded four (4) times a year even through this is not a county maintained road.
ELECTED OFFICIALS

City of Blackshear-Request for $5,138.76 in 2003 SPLOST funds to pay three invoices from Statewide Engineering, Inc. for services associated with the construction on GDOT TE Streetscape Project, Phase II.  Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to approve the three invoices, totaling $5,138.76, from Statewide Engineering, Inc for the GDOT TE Streetscape Project, Phase II.  Commissioner Aldeen Davis seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.
Brenda Howard, Probate Court Judge-Requesting a balance of $500.00 to be maintained in the Probate Court checking account.  Commissioner Neal Bennett made a motion to approve the request from Probate Judge Brenda Howard for an additional $500.00 in the Probate Court’s checking account.  Commissioner Neal Bennett seconded the motion. All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

Kenneth Justice-EMA Director-Ken Justice came before the board to inform them of the pending purchase of various equipment for the ambulances.  They included a Stryker stair chair, a CPAP, nitrous oxide and an auto vent.  Mr, Justice would also like to purchase a Gateway Table PC for the ambulance also.  Mr. Justice said the total for all the equipment would be approximately $10,223.98.  These purchases will be cover in the budget item-Equipment Purchase.  Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to allow Ken Justice to purchase the equipment.  Commissioner Neal Bennett seconded the motion. All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.
BIDS

Backhoe-Loader:  County Clerk Mollie Howard informed the board that she had received two (2) bids on the backhoe-loader for the Road Department.  Industrial Tractor had bid on a John Deere 410J Backhoe-Loader at $83, 980 and a buy-back at 38,000 for a total of $45,980.  Yancey Brother had bid on a Caterpillar 430E Backhoe-Loader for $81,936 with a buy back at 36,342 for a total of 45,594.  
Chairman Dennison stated that he felt that that the John Deere backhoe-loader was the better of the two and Commissioner Randy Dixon agreed.

Commissioner Neal Bennett made a motion to accept the bid from Industrial Tractor for the John Deere 410 J Backhoe-Loader for $83, 980 and a buy-back at 38,000 for a total of $45,980.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

0.159 Mile of Pile Encasements on CR 305-Tyre Bridge Road- County Clerk Mollie Howard informed the board that she had received two (2) bids for the pile encasement on CR 305-Tyre Bridge Road.  James Ivy Echols, Inc had bid $328,020 or $385 per liner foot and Southern Concrete Construction Company had bid $176,750 or $250 per linear foot.
Mrs. Howard informed the board that the encasement will be constructed to GA Department of Transportation specifications and would be a cost share for the county.

Commissioner Neal Bennett made a motion to award the bid for the 0.159 mile of pile encasements on CR 305-Tyre Bridge Road to Southern Concrete Construction Company for $176,750.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.
Sale of Equipment-1996 Ford Econoline RV Ambulance-County Clerk Mollie Howard stated that one bid had been received for the ambulance.  The bid was from ABC Fire Equipment of Waycross for $10,050.00.  Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to accept the bid for the 1996 ambulance for $10,050.00.  Commissioner Aldeen Davis seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.
PLANNING & ZONING

Variance Request-Diane Lynch-Request variance on the required 60 ft right-of-way to allow for 30 ft subdividing a lot.  Ms. Lynch was represented by Attorney Teresa Bowen who came before the board to explain that Ms. Lynch has sixteen acres of land and wants to place three homes on four acres of the land.  Ms. Lynch has requested to use a 30 foot right-of-way or access property in the Silo and Woodstone Subdivisions off Hwy 203.  Attorney Bowen stated that Ms Lynch should have the right to do with her property what she wishes so long as it does not infringe on the rights of others.

Mr. Wayne Sasser, who previously owned the Lynch property, stated that no 60 foot right-of-way exists on the property.  Mr. Sasser stated “If you don’t’ follow the code, you might as well not have the code.”
Community Development Director Mary Clifton stated that when the plat was brought to the Code Enforcement office he looked over all the plats and could not show where they had a 60 foot right-of-way.  Mr. Clifton stated that the Planning Commission recommended denying the variance request.

Commissioner Aldeen Davis made a motion to deny the variance request on the required 60 foot right-of-way to allow for a 30 foot-right-of-way.  Commissioner Neal Bennett seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

Rezoning Request-Bernice Jacobs-Request rezoning of 12.34 acres on Blue Spruce Road from Multi/Family to Mobile Home Park.  The designation will allow Ms. Jacobs to place five more mobile homes on the property, bringing the total to 17.  
Community Development Director Mary Clifton stated that when Mrs. Jacobs came in the get the permit to have power to the mobile homes, he found out that Mrs. Jacobs had moved three mobile homes onto the property without the proper permits.  Mr. Clifton told Mrs. Jacobs that she could combine the property and apply for a mobile home park permit.  When the rezoning request came before the Planning Commission they had a large number of property owners from Blue Spruce Road that objected to the request.  Most of the complaints were based on an increase in traffic and that too many mobile homes would be placed on the property.  The Planning Commission recommended that the rezoning request be denied.  
Mrs. Jacobs stated that she didn’t understand the increased traffic argument since the road dead-ends in the trailer park.  Mrs. Jacobs stated that she was just trying to provide a safe, nice, family-oriented park.

Commissioner Mike Streat called for a vote and made a motion to deny the rezoning of 12.34 acres on Blue Spruce Road from Multi/Family to Mobile Home Park.  Commissioner Neal Bennett seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

Variance Request-Laura Owens-Request variance to place two (2) homes on 1.01 acres on Alabaha Drive  and three (3) homes on 2.25 acres on Jacobs Drive.  Attorney Kenneth Futch, representing Laura Owens, came before the board asking for a solution to her recent denial of two variances to allow mobile home tracts on Jacobs Drive and Alabaha Drive.   Mr. Futch stated that Mrs. Owens had been granted the permits in June 2007, but later the permits were revoked when Code Inspector Amy Hitt and Community Development Director Mary Clifton discovered that there was no enough acreage for the mobile homes.  
Mr. Futch stated that Mrs. Owens had over $20,000 in getting these mobile homes moved in and set up, over $5,000 was spent in moving fees.  Mr. Futch stated that ‘we are willing to work something out to keep from going where we don’t want to.”  Mr. Futch suggested that the county allow the variances or refund some of the fees Mrs. Jacobs is out.

Chairman Jim Dennison acknowledges that the county had made an error in issuing the permits, but that he didn’t think that either of the parties intended to mislead the other.

Commissioners Aldeen Davis and Commissioner Neal Bennett spoke out against allowing the variances.  Commissioner Davis stated “you create trouble when you allow them.”  
Commissioner Neal Bennett suggested that the county negotiate with Mrs. Owens.  Commissioner Bennett stated “we are going to have to spend money either way-either now or in the courts.”

Commissioner Neal Bennett made a motion to table the discussion until some settlement can be reached by the board and Mrs. Owens.  Commissioner Aldeen Davis seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCES & DEEDS

Final Plat-The Estates of Emma Kathryn-Hwy 121 S and Little Frank Road-Mary Clifton, Code Enforcement Director, stated that he had received a letter from Rentz Engineering Design stating that the base, paving and drainage infrastructure have been installed according to the current Pierce County specifications and standard.  Mr. Andy Day will provide to Pierce County a 3-year warranty and right-of-way deed.  Pierce County will not be accepting the road in the subdivision.  

Commissioner Neal Bennett made a motion to accept the final plat, 3 year warrant and right-of-way deed for the subdivision located on Highway 121 S and Little Frank Road.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

Warranty Deed-Whitney Lake Road-A warranty deed has been received by the Pierce County Board of Commissioners from Joey and Holly Walker for Whitney Lake Road.  The Pierce County Board of Commissioners can now proceed with the necessary repairs to the road.  Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to accept the warrant deed for Whitney Lake Road.  Commissioner Neal Bennett seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.
Georgia Department of Transportation-Resolution authorizing the filing of an application with the GDOT and the USDOT for a grant for public transportation assistance under Section 5311 of the Federal Transit Laws under Chapter 53 of Title 49.  This is a routine resolution re-authorizing Pierce Transit.  Commissioner Mike Streat made a motion to authorize the filing of an application with the GDOT and the USDOT for a grant for public transportation assistance under Section 5311 of the Federal Transit Laws under Chapter 53 of Title 49.  Commissioner Aldeen Davis seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.
NFC PROJECT

Franklin Rozier-Status of funding for NFC & Multi-Purpose Building-County Attorney Franklin Rozier updated the board on the funding for the NFC and Multi-Purpose Building loan.  Mr. Rozier stated that the USDA Rural Development program has authorized $4 million for the project.  Mr. Rozier told the board that Pierce County could do business with all three banks located in Blackshear or with just one bank.  Chairman Dennison and Commissioner Bennett agreed that it would be better to deal with all three banks. The Commissioners authorized Chairman James Dennison and County Clerk Mollie Howard to sign for the loan.  The county will pay the interest on the loan as the project progresses.   Commissioner Aldeen Davis made a motion to share the loan between The Heritage Bank, The Patterson Bank and Prime South Bank.  Commissioner Aldeen Davis seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.
OADA Appointment:  Chairman Dennison stated that the term of Chris Karle will expire on December 31, 2007 and that Jim Waters, Chairman of the Pierce County IDA board was willing to serve on the OADA board.  Commissioner Aldeen Davis made a motion to appoint Jim Waters to serve on the OADA board.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.
Chairman‘s Comments
Chairman Dennison announced the Wendy Strickland, IT Director, has resigned as of January 04, 2008.  He announced that a help wanted ad will be placed in the paper within the week.  Chairman Dennison also wanted to thank everyone for the prayers during his recent surgery.
Chairman Dennison announced that The Food Bank helped over 533 households during the distribution.

Having no further business, Commissioner Neal Bennett made a motion to adjourn the December 2007 regular monthly meeting at 8:39 P.M.  Commissioner Mike Streat seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
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