REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, PIERCE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 06, 2007 AT 6:30 P.M.
Board Members Present:



James Dennison, Chairman







Mike Streat, District 2








Randy Dixon, District 3








Aldeen Davis, District 4
News Media Present:



            The Blackshear Times








The Pierce County Press

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman James Dennison called the regular monthly meeting to order at 6:33 P.M.

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Commissioner Aldeen Davis gave the invocation and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER 2007 MINUTES:  Commissioner Mike Streat made a motion to approve the October 2007 minutes.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Julie Wilson-Requesting update on the animal control issue-Ms. Wilson came before the board to get an update on the animal control issue.  Ms. Wilson reminded the board that Pierce County still has a large problem with stray animals.

Chairman Dennison assured Ms. Wilson that the county was working on the problem.  Chairman Dennison said that he and Mayor Tom Davis have agreed in principal to work together to provide some form of animal control.  

Mayor Tom Davis said that once the city shelter is built it would likely be lease to a local volunteer group, Humane Animal Rescue Program (HARP) for operation.  Mr. Davis also stated that if HARP operated the facility they would contract with the city and county to accept stray animals.

Commissioner Aldeen Davis told Ms. Wilson that there would likely be a charge for any stray animal dropped off at the shelter. He stated that even HARP would have to charge a fee to take the animals so that the organization could feed them and provide medical care.    
Ms. Wilson expressed frustration with the whole process. She stated that she felt like she is fighting a losing battle if the citizens still had to pay a fee to take a stray animal to a shelter.  

Chairman Dennison told Ms. Wilson not to give up; the county will continue to work on the problem of stray animals.

Dr. Joy Williams, Pierce County School Superintendent-Requesting support in providing the infrastructure for the upcoming elementary school.  Dr. Williams gave a presentation to the board on the location of the new elementary school.  Dr. Williams stated that the southwest side of Pierce County houses the most students that will be attending the elementary school.  
She stated that the Board of Education looked for available property and that 35 acres came available in the Midway Church area.  

Dr. Williams stated that construction will began in September 2008 and that the school should be completed in July 2010.  

Dr. Williams then asked the board for their support on providing water & sewer service from the Industrial Park and to request paving Youmans Road, which will run in front of the school.  

Chairman Dennison stated that the county would cooperative with the school and stated that the county, city and school board needs to work together for the good of our children.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Tom Davis, Mayor-City of Blackshear-Industrial Park-Mayor Tom Davis updated the board concerning the water and sewer lines to the Industrial Park.  Mayor Davis stated that the City of Waycross proposal for furnishing water and sewer lines will cost the City of Blackshear $1.6 million dollars. Mayor Davis stated that “our citizens cannot afford that”.  He said that would be a 3% increase in the water bills.  Mayor Davis then proposed that Pierce County pay 72% of the cost of running water and sewer lines based on the fact that Pierce County owns 448 acres or 72% of the approximately 624 acre park.  Mayor Davis explained that EMC Engineering had presented an estimate that came to $465,922 for water improvements and $840,000 for extending the water lines.  
The Mayor also addressed the concerns surrounding the city’s wastewater treatment plant being able to handle more volume.  Mayor Davis stated that “we are currently at 65% capacity, so we have enough room”.

Mayor Davis noted that the school board’s plans to build a new school on Youmans Road off Midway Church Road can be used to help secure grant money for the project.
Mayor Tom Davis said that he had two request for the Pierce County Board of Commissioners-1- a letter stating the Pier County would pay 72d% of the cost of expanding the water and sewer lines in the Industrial Park and 2- permission to let the Pierce County Board of Education run water and sewer lines from the Industrial Park to the new middle school on Youmans Road located off Midway Church Road.

The board took no action.

City of Blackshear-Requesting $250.00 in SPLOST Funds-Scott Moye, City Administrator/Clerk, requested $250.00 from the 2003 SPLOST funds to pay a portion of an invoice from EMC Engineering Services, Inc for services associated with the construction of SW Central Avenue.  Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to pay the invoice from EMC Engineering Services, Inc for $250.00 for construction of SW Central Avenue.  Commissioner Mike Streat seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.
DEPARTMENT HEADS

William Rozier-Tax Assessor-Discuss 2008 Property Audits-Mr. Rozier came before the board seeking permission to continue with the personal property audits.  Mr. Rozier stated that nine audits have been completed that brought in $14,684 in taxes, penalties and interest.   He also said that Traylor Business Services of Kennesaw will be doing the audits and they will be making on-site visits to businesses to verify their reports of all furniture, inventory and equipment.  Approximately a third of the county’s 240 commercial accounts-about 72 accounts-will be done in 2008 according to Mr. Rozier. Mr. Rozier stated that $42,000 has been budgeted in 2008 for the audits.  

Commissioner Mike Streat made a motion to contract with Traylor Business Services to do 72 audits in 2008.  Commissioner Aldeen Davis seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

CONTRACTS, INVOICES, & REQUISITIONS

NFC Building/Multipurpose Facility/Library Project-Update on project-The Georgia Department of Correction is on site, the fencing is going up around the storage area and the Senior Center was moved to the Nichols Street location on Friday, November 02, 2007.

Rusty McCall, McCall and Associates, asked the board to look at the letter he sent them requesting that the board allow him to move forward with the project. 

Commissioner Aldeen Davis made a motion to allow Rusty McCall of McCall and Associates, to move forward with the NFC Building/Multipurpose Facility/Library Project and to start taking bids.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

APPOINTMENTS

Pierce County Industrial Development Authority Board-Recommendation to appoint Ed Morris to fill position created by the resignation of Brenda Denison.  Chairman Jim Dennison made the recommendation that the board appoint Ed Morris, news edition at the Pierce County Press to the Pierce County Industrial Development Authority Board.  Mr. Morris will serve the two months remaining on Mrs. Denison’s term and will be considered for a five year appointment in January 2008.  
Commissioner Aldeen Davis asked County Attorney Franklin Rozier if Mr. Morris’ job with the newspaper would pose a conflict of interest in him serving on the board.

Mr. Rozier responded that it did not.

Commissioner Aldeen Davis made a motion to appoint Mr. Ed Morris to the Pierce County Industrial Development Authority Board to fill the two remanding months of Brenda Denison’s term and to consider him for appointment to a five year term in January 2008.  Commissioner Mike Streat seconded the motion.  All commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.
BIDS

0.159 Miles of Pile Encasements on CR 305(Tyre Bridge Road)-County Clerk Mollie Howard announced that bids on the replacement of pile encasements on CR 305 at the Satilla Bridge overflow are currently being accepted.  Bids are due Tuesday, December 4, 2007 by 2:30 P.M.

Backhoe Loader- County Clerk Mollie Howard announced that bids on a backhoe loader for the Road Department are currently being accepted.  Bids are due Tuesday, December 4, 2007 by 2:30 P.M.

Resolutions & Ordinances & Deeds

Drug & Alcohol Testing Policy-Requesting Policy of Transit Administration of the U.S. Department of Transportation be approved as revised-County Clerk Mollie Howard stated that this revision was due to Section U-System Contracts.  This section was changed due to the new administration that took place in 2007.  Commissioner Aldeen Davis made a motion to approve the change to Pierce Transit’s Drug & Alcohol Testing Policy regarding system contracts.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

Senior Center-Chairman Dennison announced that the Senior Center has moved to the Courthouse Annex III at Nichols St.
Red Oak Loop-Several residents of Red Oak Loop, located behind Farr’s Fine Furniture, made a request to the board that they need help with the road conditions. The road is very sandy and there is a large hole at the end of the road where vehicles have to go up onto the grass.  They stated that the school system and the postal system have complained that the condition of the road is so bad that they may discontinue service to that area.  

Chairman Dennison stated that a portion of the road is owned by the county and a portion is privately owned. But he stated that the property owners will allow the county road department to go onto their land to repair the road.  
The landowners stated that they were told by the seller that the county would take care of the road.

Chairman Dennison stated that he would like for the board to give the county road department permission to repair the road this one time.

All Commissioners agreed to let the road department grade and fill in the large washed out area.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Commissioner Aldeen Davis made a motion to go into executive session at 7:50 P.M.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

Commissioner Mike Streat made a motion to reconvene the regular meeting at 8:27 P.M. Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted aye. Chairman Dennison voted aye.  Motion carried.

Chairman Dennison announced that no action was taken in the executive meeting.

Chairman Dennison announced that the December meeting will be changed from December 04, 2007 to December 11, 2007.

Having no further business, the November 2007 regular monthly meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P.M.
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